Hong Kong Securities

34

HKSI
Member

Profile

Examine Your Future

China’s booming economy offers unprecedented
opportunities for local finance practitioners. And for
those with the additional qualifications, the rewards
could be worth that extra bit of effort.

likely to grow at a similar pace to its

mainland counterpart, but the local
industry currently has the edge through the
territories”’ free movement of capital and
international exposure, says HKSI member Mr
William Wong.

I I ong Kong’ financial services sector is

“There is a high premium for things to still be
done out of Hong Kong and over the past few
years, many companies have been setting up
in Hong Kong because of the China effect,”
said Mr Wong, a financial services professional.

‘9 wouldnt think there would be a huge growth
disparity between Hong Kong and China
because everybody has been very busy down
here in the past few months.”

Unique Attributes
According to Mr Wong, Hong Kong? rule of
law, world-class infrastructure and free
movement of capital makes it an attractive
destination for companies looking to locate in
this part of the world.

“Hong Kong is well known for its financial
services industry and capital markets and
therefore the opportunities are huge,” he said.

“You also have to look at the growth in the region
and of course China has great potential.”

There is no doubt that mainland China’
economic development and the knock-on effect
it will have on Hong Kong will open up opportu-
nities for the local financial services sector.

The greatest demand will be for those pro-
fessionals that are able to provide international
and local firms with the skills and knowledge
that can help them get ahead of the competition.

Candidates having taken the PRC Securities
Regulation Examination or the Certified Inter-
national Investment Analyst Final Examination
will clearly have a head start over their rivals.

Mr Wong sat and passed the PRC Securities

Regulation Examination which will enable him
to work in the mainland securities industry.

He says as a leading finance centre Hong Kong
has already provided him with many career
opportunities and he expects to see many more
as the local industry gets more involved in
developing China’ hinterland.

“‘Hong Kong is a leading financial centre in the
region and that gives me opportunities to
develop my career,” said Mr Wong.

Mr Wong said studying for the exam gave him
an insight into the cultural and regulatory
differences between Hong Kong and mainland
China’s securities industries.

“There are some cultural and regulatory
differences between how things are done here
and how things are done in the mainland,” he
said. “it is very useful to have some hands on
exposure to how things work on the mainland
and the exam gives you the chance to get that
initial experience.”

Bit in Here about the Next Exam

Mr Wong said it is important to prepare fully for
the exam and advises even the most experi-
enced practitioners to consider attending the
seminars.

He says the exam should not spring any
surprises on the well prepared, experienced
industry executive.

Mr Wong believes industry recognition of the
benefits of the exam is still at an early stage, but
that this is gaining momentum. He says this will
change as China becomes more open and
Hong Kong role in the mainlands economic
development grows.

“If you look further down the road, its how do
we position ourselves against our counterparts
in the mainland and within the regions thats
going to be important,” he said. “China has
huge growth potential within its financial mar-
kets so there should be plenty of opportunities.”
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